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The 2014 BAT Meeting was again a great success. Our chair Tim Cantwell opened

the meeting by welcoming and thanking all in attendance. As you can see, we had

a sizable turnout of members, but not as many BATs as we had hoped for.

Karaoke bar!

We sure appreciate what a good job Tim did presenting
speakers and keeping things organized. If it weren’t
for the State flag behind him, I’d swear we were at a

This year we tried a new approach to obtain reliable information from the

professionals in our field of Cross Connection Control. We recruited a panel

consisting of folks specializing in different aspects of our occupation.




From left to right: Dave Cantrell; King County Public Health Chief Plumbing
Inspector, Terri Notestine; CCC Program Manager, Dominic MacLaughlin; Wa Cert
Services Proctor, Scott Hallenberg; City of Tacoma CCS, Pat Nelson; BAT Business
Owner, Bruce Springer; Labor & Industries, Deni Gray’ Waterworks Operator Cert
Program Manager, and Rachel Neville; Wa Cert Services BAT Program Manager.

We would like to thank all of these people that helped to make the event an
informational gold mine for everyone.

Deni and Terri spoke of the final Operator Certification Rule. It describes some
substantial changes for all BATs and CCSs, including a new description of duties
for both, field test report contents and new enforcement rules. Attached is a
copy of the new Operator Certification Rule presentation, and it may benefit all of
you that have not seen it to take a look.

A question arose that is worth noting; Some BATSs are unclear as how much
information they are required to share with the purveyor on test reports. Pat
Nelson asked how a BAT is expected to be aware of each jurisdiction’s
specifications, because they are all different. This is especially true when it comes
to the selection of devices required for the hazard, such as dishwashers. The
general answer is, if you are testing an assembly and are not sure if it meets the
demands of the hazard, just make a note on the report for the CCS. Although
they are not inspectors they still need to make comments relating to the
problems they may notice. This will simply alert the CCS and then it would be
their responsibility to take corrective measures. Our friend and member Dale
Baxmann said it best:

Basically I just quoted what’s in the WAC about the duties and responsibilities of a BAT, being a
person who inspects, tests and monitors backflow assemblies. Part of the monitoring is
submitting test reports and reporting things that we know to be incorrect as BATS, or that “just
don’t look right”. By doing so, we hand off the questions and ownership of the problem to the
CCS/water purveyor for them to follow up on should they choose to do so. All of the other things
that were being discussed are good to talk about, but fall outside the role of a BAT and should be
addressed by plumbing inspectors, the water purveyor or other AHJ.

As we all know, there are still often times that the CCSs and the AHJs (Authority
having jurisdiction) do not see eye to eye. Dave Cantrell reported that the building



code council have added many amendments to the Uniform Plumbing Code in the
efforts to help bring a better mutual understanding between the two. These
amendments will be published next month and Dave promised to get the
information to the Group when it is available. Dave also reminded everyone of the
new lead-free rule and all though it is adopted, it does not go into effect until April
1% of this year. Lead-free assemblies are only required on potable systems.

Bruce Springer from L & | discussed the proper licensing required for different
duties pertaining to repairs and replacements of assemblies. If you do any repairs
or even cleaning on a device inside a building you must have a plumbing license.
He had much more detailed explanations on what type of work requires what
type of license. If you have questions for him, you can email him

at sprb235@LNIl.wa.gov

A new question arose, that maybe you have considered and maybe not: How can
purveyors identify marijuana grows? Dave stated that the local health
department has not considered this a huge issue, so far. The State Liquor Control
Board would be the issuant of the operating license, and you may be able to
access that information at their website. (I have not tried) Terri said that she
would probably consider a growing operation as a table 9 facility.

Rachel spoke about the changes in format in the certification exam for the BATs.
If you are already certified, nothing will change, but the new applicants will first
be required to take the hands on testing through Washington Certification
Services and then apply to take the written exam through the testing company
AMP. Locations for the written exam can be booked way out, so keep that in
mind and consider different locations. Contact Rachel when you need specific
information on all of this.

| would like to thank John Sizemore and Bob Hubbert, both from Bellevue, for
allowing us to use their facility and providing the refreshments.

Much appreciated, guys!
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| couldn’t resist adding this picture of Deni and Dominic Mclaughlin and Tim Markham
Rachel------ How cute are they?? taking care of business.

Other business: Terri wanted all of the CCSs to be aware that they were having
some challenges in setting up the website for the Annual Summary Report. It
should be available very soon and you will be notified by email when it is ready.

The CCS Public List is now available at www.doh.wa.gov/ccspubliclist This is a list
of all certified Cross Connection Control Specialists that would like to make
themselves available to assist water systems that may not have a CCS on board. If

you’d like to be on this list, go to the website and sign up.

Just for fun, we’d like to congratulate our Group member Ben Ames from
Fruitland Water for winning the prestigious award of having the best tasting
water supply in a five-county region.

That’'s my new supervisor,
Laurelin Ward, doing the
pouring!
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In closing, | have a message to all of the Washington State Certified
BATs from our Chairman Tim:

It is vital for a BAT to establish a good working relationship with the
purveyors or districts they test in. Make connections with your CCSs
and know how to get in touch with them. As a BAT, it is your best way
to ensure you are doing your part in monitoring the assemblies you are
testing. Take pictures of questionable items and forward them to the
appropriate entities. Remember that you are working for public health
and your comments and observations are crutial. You are the eyes and
ears, not the enforcers.

We have no details for the April meeting yet. | will email when we know.
Kathy Caldwell
Group Secretary

2014 ABPA Education Conference & Trade Show
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